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On March 12, Foreign Trade Minister Roberto Rojas told reporters that the government plans to
reduce the nation's trade deficit this year to $300 million. The 1990 deficit of about $511 million was
the largest in Costa Rican history. Import spending last year came to $2.18 billion. According to
Rojas, imports have declined thus far in 1991, and non-traditional exports are expanding. In addition
to constant devaluation of the colon, the government has raised import fees and importers' prior
deposit requirements. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 03/12/91)
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